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Fern in den Schatten an dem Dichterhain 

Braga ! 
v. 46. Lehre, was ich singe, den Hain ! 
In the absence of any positive proof to the con- 
trary (and except the dated manuscript I have 
been able to find none), it would seem from 1. 
that the poem could not have been written before 
1756-1757, the date of the Kriegslieder, or per- 
haps better, 1758, the date of their publication ; 
2. would show that it could not have been written 
before 1763, the date when Gleim began to write 
the Lieder nach dem Anakreon, or more probably 
not till 1766, when they were published ; from 3. 
it would seem to be of later origin than Die beiden 
Musen ; and 4. would seem to fix the year 1766 
as the earliest period in which the ode could have 
been written. These points form such an essential 
part of the ode that it is impossible to assume that 
an earlier version existed which did not contain 
them and from which the date could have been 
copied by Klopstock in revising his work. Hence 
there seems to be good reason for denying that the 
ode, An Gleim, was written in 1752, and the 
second part, at least, could not have been composed 
before the year 1766. 

Mobton C. Stewaet. 
Harvard University. 



JOHN DONE'S Polydoron. 

In Dr. C. M. Ingleby's Centurie of Prayse, 1 a 
foot-note under Thomas Fuller reads : "We find 
Shakespeare treated as a name of ' high qualitie ' 
(i. e., a heroic name) in a work called Polydoron, 
mentioned by C. B. Carew in Notes and Queries, 
3rd Ser., vol. i, p. 266. [Polydoron is perhaps 
the secondary title, no work appears to be known 
under that name. — L. T. S.]." 

The work is, of course, John Done's Polydoron, 
(1631) most remarkable, perhaps, for the per- 
sistence with which it has been attributed to Dr. 
John Donne, dean of St. Paul's. At the cited 
passage in Notes and Queries is the quotation 

1 Second edition (1879), edited by Lucy Toulmin Smith 
for the New Shakspere Society, p. 247. 



which should undoubtedly have found a place in 
the Centurie of Prayse or in the 800 Fresh Allu- 
sions. Mr. Carew spoke of Polydoron as "a 
curious miscellany of apophthegms and table-talk, 
evidently the work of one of Shakespeare's con- 
temporaries." As his copy of the book lacked 
the title-page, he asked if any one could name the 
author. There was no response until twenty years 
later (1882) the subject was revived a by another 
correspondent who knew the name of John Done, 
but sought information about him. Dr. Augustus 
Jessopp answered vaguely that he believed Done 
was an obscure school-master employed by the 
booksellers, but he was unable to verify this 
impression. 

Whoever Done was, he remained sufficiently 
obscure to escape the notice of the editors of the 
Dictionary of National Biography. Besides the 
Polydoron, the British Museum possesses the first 
edition (1633) of his translation of The Ancient 
History of the Septuagint by Aristeas, an officer of 
the court of Ptolemy Philadelphia, and a revised 
edition published in 1685. Mr. Edmund Gosse * 
observed that this volume was likewise attributed 
to Donne, though the preface shows that it was 
written two years after the death of the Dean of 
St. Paul's. 

Lowndes* accredited the Polydoron to Dr. 
Donne and has been followed blindly ever since 
by booksellers and collectors. The error has even 
crept into the admirable Auction Prices of Books 
(1905), recently published 6 by Mr. Luther S. 
Livingston. 

John Louis Haney. 

Central High School, Philadelphia. 



'Notes and Queries, 6th Ser., VI, pp. 47, 95. 
s Iafe and Letters of John Donne (1899), n, p. 306. 
* Bibliographers' Manual, ed. Bohn, p. 661. 
6 Op. eft., vol. ii, p. 35. 



